
Christmas 2007

Hello Everyone, near and far,

My life continues to be blessed in many ways.  
Here are some of the highlights of 2007:

•A weekʼs vacation in March in London and 
Cambridge, where at the Chapel of Kingʼs 

College (my favorite venue for choral music) the service music the Sunday 
morning George and I were there happened to be Ralph Vaughan 
Williamsʼs Mass in G Minor.  We sat in the choir stalls right behind the 
choir.  There is simply no better choir than Kingʼs for this repertoire. We 
also saw our numerous friends in both cities. And we had my usual fine luck with English weather—
perfect!

• Georgeʼs purchase of an 1886 red brick house in Austinburg, 
Ohio (about 50 miles east of Cleveland) as a “vacation/
summer/weekend house.”  We saw it first in early January, and 
he took possession in May, so the summerʼs project was 
cleaning and renovation.  George and his friend Mark Lyle 
worked very hard all summer in the house and yard on 
weekends and several weeks of vacation.  I also helped with 
the cleaning—the previous owners had left the house in 
extremely filthy condition, so there were several unpleasant 
summer days in rubber gloves with rags and buckets of 
cleaner. There has been great progress and the house is now 
looking quite beautiful in Victorian style.

•In October our old friend, Sam the Corgi, had to be put to sleep at the 
advanced age of fifteen.  Sam was Georgeʼs parentsʼ dog who had lived 
with us for the past five years, and he was a tough old guy who had 
survived many trials that would have killed lesser dogs. Until the next to 
last weekend of his life he was still hobbling around with amazing 
determination, despite being mostly blind, deaf and lame. And he loved 
his supper!  He was amazing, and we miss him.  Rosie the Corgi is now 
10, as is Mitsou the Himalayan Cat.  They have an uneasy civility with 
each other.  Mitsou stays with me most of the time, and Rosie travels back 
and forth between Washington and Cleveland.  

• I have completed my 23rd year as Music Director at Euclid Avenue Congregational Church in 
Cleveland.  Our pastor for the past four years has announced his resignation as of the end of 2007, so 
that will put the church again into an uncertain situation, which I am not looking forward to.  I am 
currently working on a project with WCLV, the classical FM station in Cleveland, and the United Church 
of Christ to sponsor a competition for Cleveland church choirs next May.  The master of ceremonies for 
the competition, which will be broadcast live on WCLV, will be Lloyd Newell, the current voice of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir broadcasts. "May peace be with you, this day and always."

• My work at the Case Western Reserve University Kelvin Smith Library, where I am Deputy Director, 
continues to be challenging, although the library is fairly stable.  I work primarily on matters having to do 
with our digital library programs—that is, materials that we are collecting that have been converted from 
paper format to electronic format, as well as materials that are “born digital” and never existed in paper 
format.  It is a rapidly expanding and important area for most major libraries, and I am excited to help 
move our library in a positive direction.

I hope this message finds you well.  I send you all best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a New 
Year filled with good health and happiness. Please keep in touch: tim@timothyrobson.com.  Or phone: 
216-744-0595.  You can keep up with my activities and opinions on my blog: http://virtualfarmboy.com.
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